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SUBJECT: Aerial Activity of the Chinese. Air Force During 1955 - 





In response to your request for information on the number of 2 
flights over South China conducted by the Chinese Nationalist Air “Oe 
Force during 1955, the following monthly figures have been compiled e 
from official sourcess — Ol 
md fi 
1955 ae 
January 734 “1 
February. 805 ren) 
March 600 roy 
April . °° 473 a3) 
May 614 = 
° June 561 So O 
July - 405 & & ah 
August 341 = g nag 
Septenber 446 es ws 
Qetober 45S a= > 
Nevember . 455 a. 
December 571 ki i 
1956 
January 366 
February «0G 
March 354 \ 
The above figures include sll patrol, visual and photo reconnaissance, 





and leafletedrop flights reported during the year. The official sourees 
do not indicate how many of these extended over mainland China or how 
many were over South China, nor do official reports provide any indica 


tion that the ratio of overflights increased toward the end of the year. 





It should be noted, however, thet during the first three; months . 
of 1955 the total number of sorties was higher than during the other 
months of the year (except May was higher then March). This appears to L ae 
have been due to the general concern over the Taiwan Streit crisis at € “S\ 
that time and the Ta=cheng and I~chiang Shan evponation, witch required: Ww 
an increase of aerial réconnaissance. ‘The oriahs inthe Tasgheng-I-chiang | y 
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beyond the range of Hong Kong based radar. 


Shan area’ also compelled tho Nationalists to concentrate air force 
activity farther north than was subsequently the case, perhaps well’ 








Thus it might be quite 


true thet after the successful evacuation of I-chiang Shan was accom-- 
plished the primary area of Nationalist air activity shifted south= 
ward and that, although the total member of sorties toward the end of 
the year decreased over that of the first.three months, the number of 
sorties within range of Hong Kong based radar adtually iaasonesas! 
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